2 Ways to Live
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Step 1   God – the loving ruler and creator


God is the loving ruler of the world



God is in charge … King

He made the world



God rules the world because he made the world



He made us – Humanity

He made us rulers of the world under Him


He put us in chard of the world
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But always under his own loving authority

 Step 2  Humanity in Rebellion


We all reject the ruler – God – by trying to run life our own way without him



We all do this



We are all rebels, because we don’t life God’s way


But we fail to rule ourselves or society or the world
Step 3 God gives rebels what they ask for
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God won’t let us rebel forever



He calls us to account for our actions


God’s punishment for rebellion is death and judgment



God’s sentence is just



His judgment on rebels is to cut them off from himself – permanently



Being cut off from him means death and hell

(2 Thes 1, Heb 9:27)
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Step 4 Jesus – the man who dies for rebels


Because of his love, God sent his son into the world: the man Jesus Christ


Jesus always lived under God’s rule



He did not deserve death or punishment


Yet Jesus did die


Yet by dying in our place he took our punishment and brought forgiveness




Jesus died as a substitute for rebels like us

The debt that we owed God, Jesus paid by dying in our place

(1 Peter 3:18, 1 Peter 2:24)
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Step 5 – Jesus – the risen ruler


God raised Jesus to life again as the ruler of the world



God raised Jesus from the dead



Jesus has also been appointed God’s judge of the world


Jesus has conquered death, now fives new life, and will return to judge



We can make a fresh start with God, no longer as rebels but as friends



When Jesus returns, we can be quite sure that we will be acceptable to him

(Acts17:31, 1 Peter 1:3)

Step 6 – Two ways to live


Our way:


Reject God’s rule

Try to run life our own way

Result: 


Condemnation by God



Facing death and judgment


God’s new way:



Submit to Jesus as our ruler



Rely on Jesus’ death and resurrection


Result:



Forgiven by God



Given eternal life
There are 2 ways to live, which way are you living?

